A bigger, badder bike

Call it the Humves of mountain bikes, STEPHEN REGENCLD takes
the Puglzey adventure bike for a spin,

Dec 2, 2005 9:54:32 AM
By STEPHEN REGENOLD

BLOOMINGTON, Minn.

o the sidewalk outside company
headguarters of Surly Bikes, ar a chilly
Movember afternoon, Dave Gray grips the
handlebars of & shiny new purple bike,

"Thiz ane iz fresh-off the line." he says,
subtly kicking the ballooned front tire,

The Fugsley, az thiz bike model iz named,
has 4-inch-wida, Ze-inch-diamtar tires,
which are about twice az fat 3z the tires
fournd on a regular rmountain bike, Made for
snow, sand, ice, muck and deep mud, the
Pugszley can roll through terrain haretofors
conziderad impaszable on two wheels,
according to Gray, who iz general mmanager
at the company.

Grav says the Pugsley can be thought of a:z
the Humives of mountain bikes,

Called adventure bikes, models like the
FPugszley are defined by their massive tire
size and unigue frame geormetry, which iz
more relaxed than 2 mountain bike,
allowing riders to pedal for hours on end.

& ocaze jn point would be Jakub Postrzvgacz,
a native of Poland, who in Septermber rode
z Pugsley for 2,105 kilormeters through the
dezert in western Australia, Following an old
livestock track called the Canning Stock

Surly’'s Pugslew adventure bike: (AP PhotoHOFSurly Bikes)

Crave Sray, general managear at
Surly Bikes, encounters a steep,
rocky section an Surly Bikes'
private test trail (AF
PhotofStephen Regenald]

e i T

TRod S T.L

-

y, T

L

=

SR e

T g

e

e

e T

ADVANCED
SEARCH

kit TR s

Latest Headlines

Fram rock starto zports ..
From the mouth of Flea ..

& bigger, badder bike ,,,
Feveling in a cornucopia ..
We're Just Jozhing ..

Size doesn't matter ...

FA&ST FOCUE Pete Bose ing
Cownhill Battle ..

FAST FOZUS: Baseball =ta 00
Lnstoff vourself ...

Latast Sport Maws

! Eminern impersomator face ..

= Strong tembler hits nore.,
VIDED Morth Carolinag ex
AUDIC: Republicans retur ..
Fadaral agentz in Maxica ...
WIDED: Conrad Black plea ..
Three zailors hit by zam ..

| Australian enecuted in 5.,

ey natians in W.S.-led ..,

Latterman welcomes Tprah ..

Send to s Friend

Your Mame (required)

Their Emaii {required]

Your Camment [aptionall

I_I-‘.j.'

e e LR

B

L _. '.1 =

[

Transfer yo

account
today and
earn up
to $500 »

.
P }{_

Advantage Tra




FRoute, Postrzygacr rode 50 kilormeters ar
rmore per day through deep zand on fading,
dilapidated dezert roads.

Postrzugace spent 33 davs biking alone,
Rauling supplies with 2 bike trailer and
finding hiz own water en route. He
completed the journey aon Cctober 3 in
Wiluna, Australia.

Inthe snow, adventure bikes have bean
bzed for events like the 100-mile Iditaspaort
in Alaska and the Arrowhead 135
Utrarmarathon, 3 135-mile winter race in
northern Minnesota, Both of these events
have bean won by competitors on
adventure bikesz in recent years.

Wehile custorm bilke builders like Jahn
Evingzon, Ray Molina, Mark Gronewald and
Mike DeSalio have sald fat-tire aduventurs
bikes zince the |ate '20z, Surly iz unigue in
that the commpany iz making the genre's
first mazz-produced model, savs Lou
Mazzante, deputy editor 2t Bike Magazine
in San Juan Capistrano, Calif,

"Surly 1z trying to capitalize on the trend of

wildernezs biking, which iz 2 wery small John Evingson, owner of Evingsaon

trermd right now," Mazzante zays, "But for Cucle, stands ready to vide along

the people who need this kind of bike, the atrail near hiz bike zhop in

Pugsley will be 3 godsend.” Lindstrarm; Minn. (&P
PhotorStephen Regenald)

The primary. advantage an adventure bike

Faz jnsnow and sand iz its extra float, savs

John Evingszon, owner of Evingson Cycle, a custorn bike buiider in Lindstrom,
Mirnm., who has sold adventure bikes zince 1992, Thin bike tirez Zlice through
the znowy crust or dig into sand, he says, while an adventure bike's 4-inch-wide
tires distribute weight more evenly to keasp vou on the surfacs,

"The fat tirez let you bike through deep znow, mud and zand where on 2
mountain bike vou would have to get off and push,” zavz Edingson, who built
the bike hiz wife, Kathie Evingzon; rode to win the Iditazport's wormen's divizion
imn 1299,

Increaszed traction iz another plus, az well a5 built-in zhock abzaorption: Unlike
mountain bikesz, most adventure bikes do not have fork or rear-frame
suzpension, which are seen as-heavy and superfluous, The fat tires abzorb
shock on their own, savs Suarly's Gray, With the righf tire pressure, Gray zavs the
tirez on a Surly Pugsley will mold around rocks o roots and abzorb Up to 2.5
inches, making for a smoother ride;

Surly, which iz a divizion of bike-component distributor company Guality Bicycle
Partz; Inc, has séveral hundred Pugsley bike frames in stock, The frame, which
cormes in four sizes, sellz for $520; the accormpanying oversize tires and rims
cost about $500, Az of late Movember, the company had sold abouot 130
Pugszsley frarmes, according o Gray,

Adventure bikes from BEdingzon Cucle, which are differentiated fraom Surly's
offering by their custorn, rider-zpecific frarme dimeansions, specialized gear
racks, and lightar frarme materialz, range in price from $1,200 o 32,000,

Evingson sells lezz than a dozen bikes a vear. He savs the current market for
adventure bikes if relatively small, with miost sales coming from athletes and
explorers who need to ride in snow or sand.

But Evingson believes there are untapped consumer markets that would be
perfact for advanture bikes, He plans to promote the concept to beachside
resorts with rental bike fleets for sand biking and downhill ski areas for
customers who want to try biking in the snow,

Says Evingsont "2Onee voud ride an adventure bike your whale perspective
changes,"

azap contributor Stephen Regencld iz a freelance writer

Want to comment? Sound off at soundoffazap@apiorg,

2 2005 The Associated Preszs, All rights rezerved, This material may not be
publizhed, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed, Learn more about our Privacy

Policy,
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